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The emerging luxury consumer is different. Here’s what you need to know

What does the emerging luxury consumer value? How real estate agents can adapt to the
unique needs of the new buyer

BY NOVEMBER 04, 2019SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

The pool of emerging affluent consumers is growing exponentially, and as the youngest of this cohort enters the real estate

landscape, they’re already making their mark on how homes are marketed and sold.

Their collective impact is made even more notable as baby boomer and Generation X luxury buyers

are less active in the market. “Successful empty nesters, or those 55 and older, are less likely to be

looking for new investments,” says Miguel Espinoza, Luxury Agent with ONE Sotheby’s International

Realty. “Therefore, younger consumers are driving today’s luxury market.”

According to Espinoza, these young, affluent consumers are very selective about the brands they

give their business to, which is not so different from their predecessors. What’s different about

younger buyers is that their brand affiliations are so deep and personal that they won’t hesitate to

drop a label that no longer aligns with their values.
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“Young consumers see luxury as more than a transaction,” he explains. “When young luxury

consumers purchase something, they’re buying into a value system, into a lifestyle, not just a social

status. That is why technology and environmental consciousness play a role in their decision-

making process.”

The emerging consumer prefers agents who have an intelligent, accessible, and aesthetically-pleasing online presence, and with

whom they can connect on digital channels. Espinoza notes that his prospects have often searched him online prior to meeting,

and make reference to his photography and marketing materials.

“That’s because young luxury consumers are acutely attuned to the evolving digital market and turn

to it to do research on agents before they call,” he says. “They want to work with a brand that is

innovative and not stagnant, one that keeps up with the digital world.”

Annie Williams, Luxury Specialist with Sotheby’s International Realty in San Francisco, has noticed

that her younger clients also want to be kept in the know and that they appreciate service and

insights that go above and beyond.

“I believe it’s all about providing customer service, whatever that may be — educating buyers about

local schools, recommending designers and house managers, and generally making their life easy,”

she says. “There is more information available online than ever before, but buyers still relish

knowing about the off-market inventory and behind-the-scenes scoop.”

Here are three traits and trends that agents should keep in mind as they work with these new

affluents:

1. They’re focused on the near future

Miguel Espinoza, Luxury Agent,
ONE Sotheby’s International
Realty

Annie Williams, Luxury
Specialist, Sotheby’s
International Realty in San
Francisco
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According to Williams, these are homebuyers that prioritize instant gratification. Few are at the stage where they’re looking for their

forever home: they are simply on the lookout for a good investment and are interested in the short term.

“They want things that are done — most are busy earning money and working hard, and don’t want to take on a project, either now

or gradually,” she says. “I encourage my sellers to do more home prep than five years ago; make the home as turn-key as possible

by changing out floors, countertops, appliances, lights, making sure the paint colors are modern, and making the outdoor space as

inviting as possible.”

2. They aren’t bound by tradition

Working with younger clients, Williams has noticed an indifference toward features that were once staples of a family home — open

floor plans are preferred over formally demarcated spaces, and high-maintenance gardens are a thing of the past.
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“Today’s young luxury buyers are also different in that they form their own opinions about what is and isn’t a good location,” she

says. “Decades-old notions of a ‘good block’ are out the window: they decide what suits them rather than relying on conventional

wisdom. They really value walkability and don’t mind noise as much as older generations did.”

Williams and Espinoza both note that this irreverence for tradition extends to networking and meeting with agents, which is more

likely to occur in a coffee shop rather than an office.

“The emerging young consumer likes to spend time at trendy and happening places, renowned restaurants, and lounges,” says

Espinoza. “Here in Miami we are fortunate to host amazing events such as the international boat shows in Miami and Fort

Lauderdale, Art Basel, and the South Beach Wine and Food Festival. You can find some of the world’s most affluent consumers at

these events.”

3. They’re invested in technology and the environment
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“Young luxury buyers want a home with the latest technology that fits their lifestyle, like a Smart Home system that controls lights,

temperature, music, and home security,” explains Espinoza. “They tend to be more environmentally conscious and look for a home

with eco-friendly features such as solar panels and LED lighting.”

Indeed, when asked what tops the wish lists of her emerging affluent clients, Williams half-jokingly says, “Tesla chargers.” “In all

seriousness, they are more eco-conscious than their elders and care about the environment,” she continues, “so things like energy

efficiency, solar panels, and radiant heat are a must.”

The fondness of today’s emerging luxury consumers for technology affects how they find agents. “I’m very active on social media

and the different platforms that exist, and I understand that young affluent consumers are as well,” says Espinoza. “Whether my

new clients come via referrals from former clients, open houses, or print marketing, I can assure you that all potential new clients

first check out my work online or on social media.”

In the luxury real estate space, this is also a unique cohort that requires a more nuanced understanding of their needs and goals.

Espinoza recommends staying up-to-date on trending architectural styles, fashion, and music, as these are influential factors for

young people.

Finally, agents need to be experts who know the market inside out and maintain a fresh, engaging digital presence. By staying well-

versed and highly-informed, agents can add value for emerging luxury consumers, and provide the high-end service young

affluents have come to expect.

https://www.inman.com/


RECENT ARTICLES

Build client relationships one unexpected detail at a time
BY SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY OCT 28

4 unconventional marketing tactics that really work
BY SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY OCT 21

Use virtual real estate to connect with buyers just about anywhere
BY SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY OCT 14

3 things I learned from selling trophy properties
BY STEVE ARCHINO OCT 7

Use public relations to tell your property’s story

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu291DJ-KMiuhKKjYR4FR8rvyK0widP5rxhlRl2H50l51JSxKhSXZavyV0Eift7weqnAYfzq_ptu2A7wTPyRaMX-BDK8pyotyQeBhBfDIwS0-Z2ZB3aKJcCuCkW9JfGzcoF2hNZWvsnaarjQaAcJdFGiNHAEtKmYlUWrGhL-KaPoxhr6WSx5bTs5N_dd9m4xsYkF18feADf2KoJp9onRmNdSgvykg8UlKfBaCiJ181HHWWmaPACLTC8hQ5y8gguM7ZKx__e&sai=AMfl-YT-aquZShYzLtnyK5xymwhRnlYneuRdKEFWKJhHSlJIjcOjknf5YKv6lmQfPYODJ-UuUjBM6QG3pFP3X6lOmnd8bcIIAX4Sz3wZ7vjpm5xfEjzn9g0KmnBJPJZyl16MZpxRMw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBW8tk0mOjs9&adurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dr_FYf5DsfWg%26utm_source%3DInman%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DLeading%2520in%2520Luxury%26utm_content%3DAgents&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.inman.com/2019/10/28/build-client-relationships-one-unexpected-detail-at-a-time/
https://www.inman.com/author/sothebysinman-com/
https://www.inman.com/2019/10/21/4-unconventional-marketing-tactics-that-really-work/
https://www.inman.com/author/sothebysinman-com/
https://www.inman.com/2019/10/14/use-virtual-real-estate-to-connect-with-buyers-just-about-anywhere/
https://www.inman.com/author/sothebysinman-com/
https://www.inman.com/2019/10/07/3-things-i-learned-from-selling-trophy-properties/
https://www.inman.com/author/steve-archino/
https://www.inman.com/2019/09/30/use-public-relations-to-tell-your-propertys-story/
https://www.inman.com/


Inman

About

Contact

Support

Advertise

Sponsor Connect

Careers

Code of Conduct

Privacy

Terms of Use

Products

Select

The Wrap

Essential Guides

Connect Video

Email Newsletters

Inman Pro

Community

Sign up for Inman’s Morning Headlines
What you need to know to start your day with all the latest industry
developments

Enter your email

Sign me up

BY SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY SEP 30

https://www.inman.com/about-inman/
https://www.inman.com/contact/
https://support.inman.com/hc/en-us
https://www.inman.com/advertise-with-inman/
http://sponsors.inman.com/inman-connect-new-york-2020
https://www.inman.com/careers/
https://www.inman.com/code-of-conduct/
https://www.inman.com/privacy/
https://www.inman.com/legal/
https://www.inman.com/select/
https://www.inman.com/2018/06/08/new-inman-select-subscribers-say-hello-wrap/
https://www.inman.com/category/essential-guides-special-reports/
https://www.inman.com/category/connect-video/
https://www.inman.com/newsletters/
https://www.inman.com/inman-pro/
https://www.inman.com/author/sothebysinman-com/
https://www.inman.com/


Facebook Groups

Coast to Coast

Agent to Agent

Broker to Broker

Vendor to Vendor

Contributor submissions

Image submissions

Awards

Inman Innovators

Inman 101

Inman Influencers

     

©2019 Inman All Rights Reserved.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/InmanNews/groups/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RealEsateConnect/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1561202440864800/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BrokerWarRoom/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/166614657048509/
https://www.inman.com/new-contributor-information/
https://www.inman.com/image-contributor-program/
https://www.inman.com/
https://www.inman.com/2019-inman-innovator-awards/
https://www.inman.com/inman101/
https://www.inman.com/influencers-2017/
https://twitter.com/InmanNews
https://facebook.com/InmanNews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzn5-ZQaukrDuHms7PyMhOA
https://www.instagram.com/inmannews/?hl=en
http://www.linkedin.com/company/inman-news
http://feeds.feedburner.com/inmannews
https://www.inman.com/

